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*SCANDINAVIAN TURFGRASS AND ENVIRONMENT RESEARCH FOUNDATION

BECOME AN INDUSTRIAL SCIENTIFIC 
PARTNER TO STERF* THE WORLD´S 

FOREMOST INNOVATION RESOURCES 
IN THE GOLF SECTOR AWAIT YOU.



SUSTAINABLE USE OF PESTICIDES IS A CRITICAL MANAGEMENT ISSUE IN GOLF

WITH STERF  YOU ARE EQUIPPED
TO MEET THE GREATEST CHALLENGES 
FACING THE GOLF SECTOR.

CLIMATE CHANGE  Changes in the climate will have signi-
ficant and profound implications for the golf business, which 
relies heavily on natural resources and co-existence with 
the environment. Extreme weather situations will set new 
standards for development of facilities and alter growing 
conditions.
MORE INCISIVE ENVIRONMENTAL ADAPTATION  Few leisu-
re activities have such an intimate interaction with the envi-
ronment as golf. Golf does not have an inherent positive or 

negative impact on nature and biodiversity. Its actual impact 
depends on the attention to detail in planning, design, con-
struction and management of the facilities. In future, society 
is likely to demand that golf plays by the Green Economy. 
THE WATER CHALLENGE  Water is generally the most critical 
management issue in golf. Even in areas of high rainfall and 
cool climate, it is important to demonstrate a responsible 
approach to water management, in terms of quantities used 
and the quality of water leaving the site.



SUSTAINABLE USE OF PESTICIDES IS A CRITICAL MANAGEMENT ISSUE IN GOLF

DISEASE AND WEED CONTROL  Actions have already been 
taken to ensure sustainable use of pesticides in golf, with 
regulations requiring decreased use and minimised risks and 
environmental consequences from the use of pesticides. 
This work has just started and further actions by governme-
nts aiming to safeguard environmental quality and provide a 
toxin-free environment will be taken in the future.
LIMITED ACCESS TO NATURAL RESOURCES  The depletion 
of the Earth’s resources is the most pressing environmental 
concern for  society at large. For the golf sector, it means 
that we must improve energy and resource efficiency, com-
bined with improved waste management, to maximise reuse 
and recycling.

PUBLIC IGNORANCE AND WEAK SUPPORT
Golf courses include large areas of land that are not 
used for the game. In addition, the clubhouse often lies 
empty during the winter months. There is thus huge 
potential for better use of the land in order to provide 
new opportunities for active outdoor life, particularly in 
the vicinity of towns and cities.

BECOME
AN INDUSTRIAL

SCIENTIFIC
PARTNER



GLOBAL CHALLENGES NEED 
GLOBAL SOLUTIONS.

INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT  STERF together with the 
golf sector, universities and research institutions and aut-
horities takes responsibility for ensuring that R&D activities 
that are important for integrated pest management are coor-
dinated and executed and that new knowledge is delivered.
MULTIFUNCTIONAL GOLF FACILITIES  Multifunctional golf 
courses can contribute to the achievement of environmental 

goals and help improve people’s health and quality of life, 
especially in areas surrounding dense conurbations, where 
there are a large number of golf courses. Through utilis-
ing joint expertise our region can become a role model as 
regards multifunctional golf courses and collaborations bet-
ween different interests in society. 

INTERNATIONAL THEMATIC PLATFORMS



SUSTAINABLE WATER MANAGEMENT  STERF’s goal is 
to provide science-based information on integrated mana-
gement practices, based on existing knowledge and new 
research results, to reduce water consumption, protect 
water quality and document the effects – both positive and 
problematic – of well-managed turfgrass areas on water 
resources.

MULTIFUNCTIONAL GOLF COURSES CAN IMPROVE PEOPLE’S HEALTH

YOUR 
CONTRIBUTION

TO 
SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT



THE PRIDE OF TAKING PART IN THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT OF THE GOLF SECTOR

A WHOLE RANGE OF BENEFITS  
FOR YOU AS INDUSTRIAL SCIENTIFIC  
PARTNER.

YOUR 
RESPONSIBILITY
FOR SCIENCE-

BASED 
KNOWLEDGE



1. Access to the leading Research and   
 Innovation Centre in the turfgrass and 
 environmental field.
2. The opportunity to take part in creating  
 STERF´s research programme, through 
 participation in the planning process.
3.  Participation in STERF workshops and  
 seminars.
4.  A world-wide network of contacts with   
 international universities and centres of 
 research in the golf sector.

5. A contact day to present and discuss your 
 company´s strategic development issues.
6.  Information via the STERF newsletter 
 and website.
7.  Collaboration on research projects and  
 product development.
8.  Contacts with public authorities.
9.  The pride of taking part in the sustainable  
 development of the golf sector.



THIS IS STERF SCANDINAVIAN 
TURFGRASS AND ENVIRONMENT 
RESEARCH FOUNDATION.

The Scandinavian Turfgrass and Environment Research Foundation is a research foundation that 
supports existing and future R&D efforts and delivers ‘ready-to-use research results’ that benefit the 
golf sector. STERF was set up in 2006 by the golf federations in Sweden, Denmark, Norway, Finland, 
Iceland and the Nordic Greenkeepers’ Associations.

SUPPORT
TO EXPAND

AND DEVELOP
THE GOLF



PRINCIPAL STRATEGIES

APPROACH:  Research financed by STERF should be car-
ried out at universities or research institutes (or equivalent) 
where most of the research capacity is concentrated. STERF 
has no research capacity in the form of staff or facilities. The 
work is carried out in project form and is user-driven.
CAPACITY: STERF strengthens research capacity by encou-
raging and supporting networks and collaborating actively 
with key organisations in the field of turfgrass management.

APPLICATION:  STERF delivers ready-to-use results, allowing 
excellent playing quality through environmentally sound 
management.  
RESOURCES:  STERF receives funding from participating golf 
associations, which can be complemented by funding from 
other sources. STERF is an independent research foundation 
even when funding is provided by other sources.

VISION:  STERF is the leading international centre of expertise in sustainable golf course management



STRATEGIC COMPETENCE
THROUGH.

THE RESEARCH PROGRAMME

THE NORDIC GOLF SECTOR’S VISION  with respect to golf 
course quality and the environment is to promote high-quality 
golf courses, whilst guaranteeing that ecosystem protection 
and enhancement are fully integrated into golf facility plan-
ning, design, construction and management. 

THE AIM OF STERF  is to support R&D that can help the golf 
sector fulfil this vision. The activities of STERF should lead 
to improvements in golf course quality, as well as economic 
and environmental gains. 

YOUR 
RESPONSIBILITY

FOR SCIENCE
BASED

KNOWLEDGE

THE ACTIVITIES OF STERF SHOULD LEAD TO IMPROVEMENTS IN  GOLF COURSE QUALITY, AS WELL AS ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL GAINS 



THE STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES FOR STERF-FUNDED R&D  
ACTIVITIES ARE THAT: 
• the design, construction, management and administration 
of golf courses provide optimal conditions for playing quality, 
the degree of utilisation of the course and management 
inputs; 
•the design, construction, management and administration 
of golf courses is economically and environmentally sustaina-
ble, for example with respect to plant nutrient requirements, 
water and energy use, drainage and control of weeds and  
plant diseases; and
•golf courses contribute to improving the relationship bet-
ween golf and ecosystems and to the natural and cultural 
value of the landscape and promote biodiversity.

PRIORITY R&D AREAS:
STERF has decided on the following important categories
of research for a period of about five years:
1. Turfgrass breeding and evaluation 
2. Winter stress management
3. Control of diseases, pests and weeds
4. Efficient use of energy, water and plant nutrients
5. Ecosystems, biodiversity and cultural preservation

THE ACTIVITIES OF STERF SHOULD LEAD TO IMPROVEMENTS IN  GOLF COURSE QUALITY, AS WELL AS ECONOMIC AND ENVIRONMENTAL GAINS 
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ENROL YOUR COMPANY AS INDUSTRIAL 
SCIENTIFIC PARTNER TO STERF*  

CONTACT US 
MAIL TO: MARIA.STRANDBERG@GOLF.SE 

HTTP://STERF.GOLF.SE

AR
T 

D
IR

EC
TO

R
 A

N
D

 P
H

O
TO

: 
B

JÖ
R

N
 A

N
D

ER
S

S
O

N
. 
O

C
TO

B
ER

 2
0
1
1

*SCANDINAVIAN TURFGRASS AND ENVIRONMENT RESEARCH FOUNDATION


